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i ou Americans must realize
what Cuba means to us

old Bolsheviks,” declared a high-
ranking Soviet official, Anastas
Mikoyan, in 1960. “We have been
waiting all our lives for a country

to go communist without the Red
Army. It has happened in Cuba,
and it makes us feel like boys
again.”!" The triumph of the Cuban
revolutionaries must have been
exhilarating for communists every-
where because it occurred in such
an unlikely place. Located just 90
miles from Florida, Cuba had been
a virtual protectorate of the United
States in the decades following its
independence from Spain in 1902.
Moreover, U.S. companies had long

exerted considerable influence over the weak and cor-
rupt Cuban government and dominated key sectors of
the economy, including sugar, the island’s most impor-
tant export. Nonetheless, Fidel Castro, son of a wealthy
sugar plantation owner, led a successful popular insurrec-
tion that transformed Cuba into a Marxist socialist state

The Cuban Revolution

Fidel Castro fighting in the
mountains of Cuba in 1957.

Just off the southem coast of the United States.
The armed revolt began disastrously. In 1953, the

Cuban army defeated Castro and 123 of his supporters

when they attacked twq army
barracks in what was the;, TR
major military operation_ Castrg
himself was captured, Sentenceg
jail, and then released into exile .
However, fortunes shifted ip 19‘56
when Castro slipped back inte
Cuba and succeeded in bfinging
together many opponents of the
current regime in an armed Natiop.-
alist insurgency dedicated o radicg]
economic and social reform, -
seizing power in 1959, Castro and
his government acted decisively
to implement their revolutionary
agenda. Within a year, they had
effectively redistributed 15 percent
of the nation’s wealth by granting
land to the poor, increasing wages,

and lowering rents. In the following year, the new
government nationalized the property of both wealthy
Cubans and U.S. corporations. Many Cubans, particu-
larly among the elite, fled into exile. “The revolution,”
declared Castro, “is the dictatorship of the exploited
against the exploiters.”!!

photo: Private Collection/Peter Newark American Pictures/Bridgeman Images

The Cold War and the Superpowers

954

World War II and the cold war provided the context for the emergence of the

United States as a global superpower, playing a role that has often been compared
to that of Great Britain in the nineteenth century. Much of that effort was driven
by the perceived demands of the cold war, during which the United States spear”
headed the Western effort to contain a worldwide communist movement that secme

to be advancing. By 1970, one writer observed, “the United States had more tha?
1,000,000 soldiers in 30 countries, was a member of four regional defense alliances
and an active participant in a fifth, had mutyal defense treaties with 42 nations, W
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s omic and political prlessure from the United
ool owed, culminating in the Bay of Pigs, a failed
“\ﬂ' .on of the island in 1961 by Cuban exiles with
‘“ﬂsﬁ support from the U.S. government, American
""‘f-h'ry pushed the revolutionary nationalist Castro
- sertothe Soviet U1_1ion, and. gradually he began to
: ;hi k of himself and his revolution as Marxist. In
¢ to Cuban pleas for support against American
: resion, the Soviet premier Khrushchev deployed
pudlear missiles on the island, sparking the Cuban missile
iss. While the compromise reached between the two
superpowers resulted in the withdrawal of the missiles,
o did include assurances from the United States that it
would not attack Cuba.
 In the decades that followed, Cuba sought to export
15 brand of revolution beyond its borders, especially in
.~ Luun America and Africa. Che Guevara, an Argentine
who had fought in the Cuban Revolution, declared,
- “Our revolution is endangering all American possessions
- mlann America. We are telling these countries to make
their own revolution.”'? Cuba supported revolutionary
movements in many regions; however, none succeeded

| mcreating a lasting Cuban-style regime.

The legacy of the Cuban Revolution has been mixed.

The new government devoted considerable resources
v mproving health and education on the island. By the
"ud-1980)s, Cuba possessed both the highest literacy rate
@d the lowest infant mortality rate in Latin America.

a . - i .
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Over t.hc same period, life expectancy increased from
ﬁ&y"f_'ght to seventy-three years, putting Cuba on a

par with the United States. Living standards for most
improved as well. Indeed, Cuba became a model for
development in other Latin American countries.

However, earlier promises to establish a truly demo-
cratic system never materialized. Castro declared in 1959
that elections were unneeded because “this democracy . . .
has found its expression, directly, in the intimate union
and identification of the government with the people.”?
The state placed limits on free expression and arrested
opponents or forced them into exile. Cuba has also failed
to achieve the economic development originally envi-
sioned at the time of the revolution. Sugar remains its
chief export crop, and by the 1980s Cuba had become
almost as economically dependent on the Soviet Union
as it had been upon the United States. Desperate conse-
quences followed when the Cuban economy shrank by
a third following the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Like communist experiments in the Soviet Union and
China, Cuba experienced real improvements in living
standards, especially for the poor, but these gains were
accompanied by sharp restraints on personal freedoms
and mixed results in the economy. Such have been the
ambivalent outcomes of many revolutionary upheavals.

Question: Compare the Cuban Revolution to those in Russia
and China. What are the similarities and differences?
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Guided Reading
Question

B CONNECTION

In what ways did the United
States play a global role
after World War I1?

er within the government
n the influence

military research laborato-
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AP® EXAM TIP I

Pay attention to the

' rise of multinational
corporations (MNCs)
after World War i
here and in Chap-
ters 22 and 23.

Guided Reading
Question

B DESCRIPTION

What were the strengths
and weaknesses of the
communist world by the
1970s?

Sustaining this immense military cffort' was a flourishing U.S. economy and g
increasingly middle-class society. The United States .was the O‘nIy major induyggy:
country to escape the physical devastation of war or_l its c?wn soil. As World War I
ended with Europe, the Soviet Union, and Japan in ruins, the United States )
clearly the world’s most productive economy. t'T!'xe whole world is hungry o,
American goods,” wrote one American economist in 1945.'5 Beyond their g00ds
Americans sent their capital abroad in growing amounts—from $19 billion i, ]95{;
to $81 billion in 1965. Huge American firms such as General Motors, Ford, Mobi|
Sears, General Electric, and Westinghouse established factories, offices, and subsid:
iaries in many countries and sold their goods locally. The U.S. dollar replaceq the
British pound as the most trusted international currency.

Accompanying the United States’ political and economic penetration of th
world was its popular culture. In musical terms, first jazz, then rock and roll, ang
most recently rap have found receptive audiences abroad, particularly among the
young. By the 1990s, American movies took about 70 percent of the market i
Europe, and in 2012 some 33,000 McDonald’s restaurants in 119 countries served
68 million customers every day. Various American brand names— Marlboro, Coca-
Cola, Jeep, Spam, Nike, Kodak—became common points of reference around the
world. English became a global language, while American slang terms—“groovy,”
“crazy,” “cool” —were integrated into many of the world’s languages.

On the communist side, the cold war was accompanied by considerable turmoil
both within and among the various communist states. Joseph Stalin, Soviet dictator
and acknowledged leader of the communist world in general, died in 1953 as that
global conflict was mounting. His successor, Nikita Khrushchev, stunned his coun-
try and communists everywhere with a lengthy speech delivered to a party congres
in 1956 in which he presented a devastating account of Stalin’s crimes, particularly
those against party members. These revelations shocked many of the party faithfil,
for Stalin had been viewed as the “genius of all time.” Now he was presented 252
criminal.

In the Soviet Union, the superpower of the communist world, the cold war
justified a continuing emphasis on military and defense industries after World War
IT and gave rise to a Soviet version of the military-industrial complex. Soviet cit-
zens, even more than Americans, were subject to incessant government propaganda
that glorified their system and vilified that of their American opponents.

As the communist world expanded, so too did divisions and conflicts among
its various countries. Many in the West had initially viewed world communism 3
a monolithic force whose disciplined members meekly followed Soviet dictates if
cold war solidarity against the West. And Marxists everywhere contended that revo-
lutionary socialism would erode national loyalties as the “workers of the world”
united in common opposition to global capitalism. Nonetheless, the corn.muni?t
world experienced far more bitter and divisive conflict than did the Western alli

ance, which was composed of supposedly warlike, greedy, and highly competitive
nations.
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In Eastern Europe, Yugoslav leaders early on had rejected Soviet domination. of
their internal affairs and charted their own independent road to socialism. Fearing
that reform, might lead to contagious defections from the communist bloc, Soviet
forces actually invaded their supposed allies in Hungary (1956-1957) and Czecho-
tovaki (1968) to crush such movements. In the early 1980s, Poland was seriously

catened with a similar action. The brutal suppression of these reforrm movements
Eave credibility to Western perceptions of the cold war as a struggle between tyr-
“My and freedom and badly tarnished the image of Soviet communism as a reason-

ke alternatiye to capitalism. _ _

o ven more startling, the two communist giants, the &viet L‘Imon a-nd Chl‘na,
tncnd ‘hffm%elvcs sharply opposed, owing to territori;l d13pL}tes, 1dec?l(_)_gcal differ-
Shc}?‘ ad rivalry for communist leadership. The Cl.nnese .bltterly cnuc1.zed Khru-
Shipev for backing down in the Cuban mussile crisis, while to the Soviet leader-
| %r’ Mao wag ?nsanely indifferent to the possible consequences ofa nuclc-ar war. In
i :tt ¢ Soviet Union backed away from an earlier promise. to proxinde Chma

€ Prototype of an atomic bomb and abruptly withdrew all Soviet advisers

957

Czechoslovakia, 1968

In August 1968, Soviet forces
invaded Czechoslovakia, where
a popular reform movement
proclaiming "socialism with a
human face” threatened to
erode established communist
control. The Soviet troops that
crushed this so-called Prague
Spring were greeted by thoy-
sands of peaceful street
demonstrators begging them

to go home. (Libor Hajsky/CTK.
AP Phota)
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AP® EXAM TIP SR

- Make a list of the
major steps toward
the fall of global |
communism, begin-
ning in the late
1960s.

O

Guided Reading
Question

...............................................

W CHANGE
What explains the rapid end
of the communist era?
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and technicians, who had been assisting Chinese deve::{).ment.dB}z the late 19605,
China on its own had developed a modest nu_clear Faga ‘1 ity, an t © tWO countrig
were at the brink of war, with the Soviet. Union ?nntmg at a possible nulc]ear strike
on Chinese military targets. Their enmity certainly benefited the United States,

which in the 1970s was able to pursue a “triangular diplomacy,” easing tensiop and

simultaneously signing arms control agreements with the USSR and Opening ,

formal relationship with China. Beyond this cenFral conflict, f:l conjlmunist China j
fact went to war against a communist Vietnam in 19.79, while Vietnam invageq a
communist Cambodia in the late 1970s. Nationalism, in short, ;?;oved more power.
ful than communist solidarity, even in the face of cold war hostllitie's with the Weg;.

Despite its many internal conflicts, world‘commumsm r(?ma.med a2 powerfy|
global presence during the 1970s, achieving its great.est terrltoml.reach. China
was emerging from the chaos of the Cultural Revolution. The Soviet Union hyg
matched U.S. military might; in response, the Americans launched a major buildup
of their own military forces in the early 1980s. Despite American hostility, Cub,
remained a communist outpost in the Western Hemisphere, with impressive achieve-
ments in education and health care for its people. Communism triumphed in Viet-
nam, dealing a major setback to the United States. A number of African countries
affirmed their commitment to Marxism. Few people anywhere expected that within
two decades most of the twentieth century’s experiment with communism would
be over.

Paths to the End of Communism

More rapidly than its beginning, and far more peacefully, the communist era came
to an end during the last twenty years of the twentieth century. It was a drama
in three acts. Act One began in China during the late 1970s, following the death
of its towering revolutionary leader Mao Zedong in 1976. Over the next several
decades, the CCP gradually abandoned almost everything that had been associated
with Maoist communism, even as the party retained its political control of the
country. Act Two took place in Eastern Europe in the “miracle year” of 1989,
when popular movements toppled despised communist governments one after
another all across the region. The climactic Act Three in this “end of communism’
drama occurred in 1991 in the Soviet Union, where the entire “play” had op aped
seventy-four years earlier. There the reformist leader Mikhail Gorbachev (GORE-
beh'—CI-]OF) had come to power in 1985 intending to revive and save Soviet
socialism from its accumulated dysfunctions. Those efforts, however, only exacer
bated the country’s many difficulties and led to the political disintegration of th®

Soviet Union on December 25,1991. The curtain had fallen on the communist €
and on the cold war a5 well.
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rcgiﬂ“’"ted Soviet economy in particular was largcly stagnant; its citi-
e hig forced tO stand in long lines for consumer goods and complained end-
!‘n,w'cf heir poor quality and declining availability, This w

ut i
3b0 for it had been the proud boast of communist lead

as enormously
sl

ing: - ers everywhere

@ " 1 2d found a better route to modern prosperity than their capitalist rivals
7 ' * .

gt the} re, these comparisons were increasingly well known, thanks to the

hem‘lo . . . - . .
") Fqﬂformation revolution. This failure had secunity implications as well, for
in

?'Obﬂ ic growth, even more than military capacity, was the measure of state
onomic the twentieth century approached its end.
Pow;;:ssecond failure was moral. The horrors of Stalin’s Terror and the gulag, of
'y Cultural Revolution, of something approaching genocide in communist
W dia—all of this wore away at communist claims to moral superiority over
alism. Moreover, this erosion occurred as global political culture more widely
thracc‘d democracy and human rights as the universal legacy of humankind,
cther than the exclusive possession of the capitalist West. In both economic and
qordl terms, the communist path to the modern world was increasingly seen as a
wad to nowhere.

Communist leaders were not ignorant of these problems, and they moved aggres-
swely to address them, particularly in China and the Soviet Union. But their approach
md;;ingso varied greatly, as did the outcomes of those efforts. Thus, much as the
Russian and Chinese revolutions differed and their approaches to building social-
sm diverged, so too did these communist giants chart distinct paths during the final
vears of the communist experiment.

China:Abandoning Communism and
Maintaining the Party

Asthe dust settled from the political shakeout following Mao’s death in 1976, Deng
Xioping (dung shee-yao-ping) emerged as China’s “paramount leader,”‘ commit-
4w ending the periodic upheavals of the Maoist era while fostering political stabil-
and economic growth. Soon previously banned plays, operas, films, and transla-
"ons of Western classics reappeared, and a “literature of the wounded” exposed the
“lerings of the Cultural Revolution. Some 100,000 political prisoners, many of
:lcm | ~fanking communists, were released and restored to important positions.

Py evaluation of Mao severely criticized his mistakes during the Great Leap

F . .
Ie:;‘::rd and the Cultural Revolution, while praising his role as a revolutionary

Tef Even. More dramatic were Deng’s economic reforms. In the rural. aFeas, these
cluded 5 rapid dismantling of the country’s system of collectivized tjarm-
Ch::::s: TR something close to small-scale pn’vatc; fxgriculture.hh;llt);:;n:l;::
furyg, Peasans eagerly embraced these new opportunities and pusd ed e
ally, 20 the government had intended. Industrial reform ;_)roce(::i e mor:;1 Z o
aqii e an.agers of state enterprises were given greater au't}.lonty an en;iour g “
Frivate Owners, making many of their own decisions and seeking profits,

g

AP® EXAM TIP e

' Take notes on fac-

. tors that led to more
I economic freedom
"in communist China
| starting in the late

' twentieth century.

B
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After Communism in China
3 . 3 ac
Although the Communist Party still governed China in the early twenty- darkness.”’¢ Such attitudes associated democracy

first century, communist values of selflessness, community, and simplicity ~with the chaos and uncontrolled mass action O

China opened itself to the world economy and welcomfed foreign ianfStmem i
special enterprise zones along the coast, where foreign capitalists received tax bregl
and other inducements. Local governments and private entrepreneurs joined forces
in thousands of flourishing “township and village enterprises” that prodyceq food
clothing, building materials, and much more. ‘

The outcome of these reforms was stunning economic growth and 3 pey, Pros.
perity for millions. Better diets, lower mortality rates, declining poverty, Massie
urban construction, and surging exports—all of this accompanied Chingy’s rejoin-
ing of the world economy and contributed to a much-improved materia] Jif, for
millions of its citizens. To many observers, China was the emerging economic giant
of the twenty-first century. On the other hand, the country’s burgconing econ-
omy also generated massive corruption among Ch;-
nese officials, sharp inequalities between the coast and
the interior, a huge problem of urban overcrowding,
terrible pollution in major cities, and periodic infla-
tion as the state loosened its controls over the econ-
omy. Urban vices such as street crime, prostitution,
gambling, drug addiction, and a criminal underworld,
which had been largely eliminated after 1949, surfaced
again in China’s booming cities. Nonetheless, some-
thing remarkable had occurred in China: an essentially
capitalist economy had been restored, and by none
other than the Communist Party itself. Mao’s wonst
fears had been realized, as China “took the capitalist
road.”

Although the party was willing to largely aban-
don communist economic policies, it was adamantly
unwilling to relinquish its political monopoly or to
promote democracy at the national level. “Talk about
democracy in the abstract,” Deng Xiaoping declared,
“will inevitably lead to the unchecked spread of ultra-
democracy and anarchism, to the complete disruption
of political stability, and to the total failure of )
modernization program. ... China will once agi®
be plunged into chaos, division, retrogression, and

f the

had been substantially replaced for many by Western-style consumerism, Cultural Revolution. Thus. when a democracy move”

This New Year's Good Luck poster from 1993 illustrates the new interest . ) i
in material wealth in the form of American dollars and the retum of older €Nt spearheaded by university and secondary

school

Chinese cultural patterns represented by the traditional gods of wealth, ~ students surfaced in the late 1980s, Deng ordered the

happiness, and longevity. The caption reads: “The gods of wealth enter  bryyeal crushing of its brazen demonstration in Beijing
the home from everywhere.” (Zhejiang People’s Art Publishing House/Stefan R. ; s s of the
Landsberger Collections/International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam/ Tiananmen Square before the television camer

www.chineseposters.net)

world.
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. entered the new millennium as a rapidly growin

n:allY capitalist economy presided over by an intact
; s5et Cul aurally, some combination of nationalism, cons
P fo.l' ancient traditions had replaced the collectivist 2
rtfP‘.a ora, It Was @ SErange and troubled hybrid.
Mo

soviet Union: The Collapse of
Communistn and Country

pythe mid-1980s, the FEFOMS;,}?';“% of the Soviet Communist Party, long squelched
pyan jging conservative establishment, had won the top position in the party as
yikhai Gorbachev assumed the role of general secretary. Like Deng Xiaoping in
China, Gorbachev was committed to aggressively tackling the country’s many

blemns — €CONOMIC stagn-ation, a flourishing black market, public apathy, and
cyuicism about the party. His economic program, launched in 1987 and known as
Pmmika (per-uh-STR Ol-kuh) (restructuring), paralleled aspects of the Chinese
pproach by freeing state enterprises from the heavy hand of government regula-
ton, permitting small-scale private businesses called cooperatives, offering oppor-
moities for private farming, and cautiously welcoming foreign investment in joint
cnterprises.

But in cultural and political affairs, Gorbachev moved far beyond Chinese
wiorms. His policy of glasnost (GLAHS-nohst) (openness) now permitted an
wprecedented range of cultural and intellectual freedoms. In the late 1980s, glas-
" it the Soviet Union like a bomb. Newspapers and TV exposed social pathol-
*ges—crime, prostitution, child abuse, suicide, corruption, and homelessness—
at previously had been presented solely as the product of capitalism. Films broke
:cﬁtl): <;ln nudit).( and explicit sex. TV reporters climbed the wall of a secluded villa
ﬁrcvd:t'e lllxurlou§ homes of the party elite. Soviet history was also reexamined

1ons of Stalin’s crimes poured out of the media. The Bible and the Quran
m::d'lnm’e widely available, atheistic propaganda largely ceased, and thousands
& and mosques were returned to believers and opened for worship. Plays,
’d"asc'dfin:s’ 3n§ novels that had long been burie.d “in thc.drawer“ were now
e, Ffbhc that virtually devoured them. “Like an excited boy reads a note
beyong 81" wrote one poet, “that’s how we read the papers today.”"” And

E comnoft'lay demf)cratization and 2 new ?arliament Wltl.l real powers, cho-

i n*inm-m elections. When those elections .occurre.d in 1989, dozens of
Weng : cm:;msts were rejected at the po]ls.‘In forc.flgn a%ﬂ.?'alrs, Gorbachev n.mov&?d

Contg) e b}f maki.ng unilateral cuts in Soviet mﬂ_ltary f(?rces, engaging in
W gchme15033§0m with the United States, and refusing to intervene as com-

‘But almoy Ent.s in Eastern Europe were ovcrthrow-n:

%xg foci): t nothing worked out as Gorbachev had anticipated. Far ﬁ'om. strength-
%lke _<ism and reviving a stagnant Soviet Union, the reforms led to its further
nd collapse. In a dramatic contrast with China’s booming economy,

g €conomic power with
and powerful Commu-
umensm, and a renewed
nd socialist values of the

r . .
AP® EXAM TIP

| You need to know
examples of resis-

- tance to authoritar-
' ian governments

in the twentieth
century.

Guided Reading
Question

B COMPARISON

How did the end of commu-
nism in the Soviet Union

differ from communism’s
demise in China?
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AP® EXAM TIP il

Compare the inter-
' nal and external
' forces that led to
' the fall of the USSR
with those that led
to the fall of earlier
' empires.

the Soviet Union’s planned economy spun into a sharp decline as it was dismangleq
before a functioning market-based system could emerge. Inflation mounted. -
sumer goods were in short supply, and ration coupons reappeared; many feareq the
loss of their jobs. Unlike Chinese peasants, few Soviet farmers were willing to risk
the jump into private farming, and few foreign investors found the Soviet Upjqp, a
tempting place to do business.

Furthermore, the new freedoms provoked demands that went far beyond what
Gorbachev had intended. A democracy movement of unofficial groups and Partied]
now sprang to life, many of them seeking a full multiparty democracy and a marker.
based economy. They were joined by independent labor unions, which actually
went on strike, something unheard of in the “workers’ state.” Most corrosively, 3
multitude of nationalist movements used the new freedoms to insist on greater
autonomy, or even independence, from the Soviet Union. Environmental issyes
were prominent in many of these movements. Their leaders argued that centralized
decision making in Moscow treated the non-Russian areas as colonies to be exploited
and was responsible for numerous environmental outrages. Activists in the Baltic
region, for example, protested phosphorite mining in Estonia, a proposed nuclear
reactor in Lithuania, and the construction of a massive hydroelectric station in Lat-
via. The Chernobyl explosion and the government’s initial reluctance to fully dis-
close what happened only added fuel to these growing anti-Soviet movements. In
the face of these mounting demands, Gorbachev resolutely refused to use force to
crush the protesters, another sharp contrast with the Chinese experience.

Events in Eastern Europe now intersected with those in the Soviet Union. Gor-
bachev’s reforms had lit a fuse in these Soviet satellites, where communism had been
imposed and maintained from outside. If the USSR could practice glasnost and hold
competitive elections, why couldn’t Eastern Europe do so as well? This was the
background for the “miracle year” of 1989. Massive demonstrations, last-minute
efforts at reforms, the breaching of the Berlin Wall, the surfacing of new political
groups—all of this and more quickly overwhelmed the highly unpopular commu-
nist regimes of Poland, Hungary, East Germany, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, and
Romania, which were quickly swept away. This success then emboldened nation-
alists and democrats in the Soviet Union. If communism had been overthrown in
Eastern Europe, perhaps it could be overthrown in the USSR as well. Soviet con-
servatives and patriots, however, were outraged. To them, Gorbachev had stood
idly by while the political gains of World War II, for which the Soviet Union had
paid in rivers of blood, vanished before their eyes. It was nothing less than treason-

A brief and unsuccessful attempt to restore the old order through 2 mﬂjta}'y
coup in August 1991 triggered the end of the Soviet Union and its communist
regime. From the wreckage emerged fifteen new and independent states, following
the internal political divisions of the USSR (see Map 21.4). Arguably, the collaps®
of the Soviet Union was due less to its multiple problems and more to the une"
pected consequences of Gorbachev’s efforts to address them.

The Soviet collapse represented a unique phenomenon in the world of th.e I‘fte
twentieth century. Simultaneously, the world’s largest state and its last territor
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Map21.4 The Collapse of the Soviet Empire

Soviet control over its Eastern European dependencies vanished as those countries threw off their
@mmunist governments in 1989. Then, in 1991, the Soviet Union itself disintegrated into fifteen
¥parate states, none of them governed by communist parties.

“npire vanished; the world’s first Communist Party disintegrated; a powerful com-
mand economy broke down; an official socialist ideology was repudiated; and a
f(’"y'f“”a“}'cal‘ global struggle between the East and the West ended. In Europe,
“Many was reunited, and a number of former communist states joined NATO
0 the European Union, ending the division of the continent. At least for the
oment, capitalism and democracy seemed to triumph over socialism and authori-
. 8Ovemments. In many places, the end of communism allowed :‘simmering
MC tensions o explode into open conflict. Beyond the disintegration of tl'.le
"¢t Union, both Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia fragmented, the former amid
e Vi.olencf! and the latter peacefully. Chechens in Russia, Abkha-zians ip Geor-
of ussn.ns in the Baltic states and Ukraine, Tibetans and Uighurs in Chma~.-~a11
* Minorities found themselves in opposition to the states in which they lfved.
by ¢ ® tWenty-first century dawned, the communist worl@ had sl}runk consider-
Om its b Int j lier. In the Soviet Union and Eastern
E“Tt)pe gh.pomt just three decades ear ' gl Can
ide’ “Ommunism had disappeared entirely as the govermng quEnOnIty PR
hﬂp}u ology. In the immediate aftermath of the Soviet collapsg, E{usszl gil:ln ‘: ¥
Y Privatized many of its state-owned firms, vastly enriching ewan
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well-connected owners, who came to be called the “oligarchs.” The result vy, it

strophic as the country experienced a sharply contracting economy, Widespreaq pov:
erty and inequality, and declining life expectancy. Not until 2006 did it econop

recover to the level of 1991. Even then, much of Russia’s subsequent economiz
growth depended substantially on the export of oil and gas, rather than on compet;.
tive manufacturing, Russia’s military intervention in Ukraine in 2014 Prompteq
Western economic sanctions, which, together with the sharply dcc]ining price of oj]
on the world market, resulted in a major downturn in Russian economic life, at Jegge
temporarily. Some twenty-five years after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
continuing weakness and vulnerability of the Russian economy were eviden;.

Elsewhere, China had largely abandoned its communist economic policies a5
market economy took shape, spurring remarkable economic growth. Like Ching,
Vietnam and Laos remained officially communist, even while they pursued Chinege.
style reforms, though more cautiously. Even Cuba, which was beset by economic
crisis in the 1990s following the end of massive Soviet subsidies, began after 2008
to allow small businesses, private food markets, the buying and selling of cars, the
sale of computers and cell phones, and luxury hotels for tourists, while still harshly
suppressing opposition political groups. A growing cultural openness allowed films
highly critical of Cuban society to be produced and shown publicly, including one,
Juan of the Dead, that portrayed Cuba in 2010 as a country of dazed zombies. And
in late 2014, after more than five decades of efforts to isolate a communist-ruled
Cuba from the larger international arena, the United States finally began to reopen
diplomatic relations with this Caribbean nation.

An impoverished North Korea remained the most unreformed and repressive
of the remaining communist countries and the only major flashpoint of cold war-
era conflicts. Its small nuclear arsenal controlled by an unpredictable leadership
made it a cause of great concern in the region and beyond. And its alleged ability
to hack into Sony Pictures computers in late 2014 to protest an unflattering film
portrayal of the North Korean leader illustrated the intersection of popular culture,
a world linked by the Internet, and global political conflicts.

But as a primary source of international tensions or as a compelling path t0
modernity and social justice, communism was effectively dead. The brief commu-
nist era in world history had ended. However, the rivalries of the Great Powers had
certainly not ended, as Russia and China alike continued to challenge American
global dominance. Russian president Vladimir Putin deeply resented the loss of bis
country’s international stature after the breakup of the Soviet Union and what be
regarded as U.S. efforts to intrude upon Russia’s legitimate interests. By 2014 isst'lﬁs
involving the eastward expansion of NATQ and the Russian intervention in Uk@ne
had brought the relationship between Russia and the West to something resembling
cold war—era hostility. And the rising economic and military power of China g%
erated many tensions in its relationship with the United States in East Asia and the
Pacific world. The demise of communism, in short, did not bring about a golden age

: 3 < o jor
of international harmony, as the geopolitical and economic compet1tion of m3y
nation-states persisted.
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TO judge or Not to Judge

% pistorians Of students of history make moral
gh;) entsthey study? On the one hand, some would
€

lndecached and objective obse‘rvers of the human €Xperience. The task is tW ijn - g
ﬁ'hil happened and to explain why things turned out as they did Wl'(l) }:scnbe
® v or condemn the outcomes of the historical proces LS v

$ 15, in this view :
int. On the other hand, all of us, scholars and sy , beside

the PO ) dents alike, stand some-
here. We are members of particular cultures; we have values and outlooks on the

orld that inevitably affect the way e t_hink about the past. Perhaps it is better to
cognize and acknowledge the.se realities than to pretend to some unattainabje
objectivity that places us 3b0Vf: it all. Furthermore, making judgments is a way of
aring about the past, of affirming our continuing relationship with those who have
gone before us.

The question of making judgments arises strongly in any examination of the
communist phenomenon. In a United States lacking a major socialist tradition,
sometimes saying anything positive about communism or even noting its appeal to
millions of people has brought charges of whitewashing its crimes. Within the
communist world, even modest criticism was usually regarded as counterrevolu-
tionary and was largely forbidden and harshly punished. Certainly, few observers
were neutral in their assessment of the communist experiment.

Were the Russian and Chinese revolutions a blow for human freedom and a cry
for justice on the part of oppressed people, or did they simply replace one tyranny
with another? Was Stalinism a successful effort to industrialize a backward country
ora ferocious assault on its moral and social fabric? Did Chinese reforms of the late
tentieth century represent a return to sensible policies of modernization, a contin-
ted denial of basic democratic rights, or an opening to capitalist 'mequalitles,lcor—
"Uption, and acquisitiveness? Passionate debate continues on all o_f these;questions.

Communism, like many human projects, has been an amb1g1‘aous enterppse.
Qﬂ the one hand, communism brought hope to millions by addressing the mamfes:;
"Yustices of the past; by providing new opportunities for Won.wn,\X\;\roifclecrenrs(:1 ::1_
?:::;)“G; Tt o industriftl developmem;‘]jlndf byrflzil;iins Zsf crimes—

0 On the other hand, communism was responsi R | o o dsainal
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In that undertaking, history can
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